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April 27
• Permission given to Air China to be the first airline

to carry dangerous goods on board its aircraft

operating between Hong Kong and the Mainland.

May 9
• P.T. Mandala Airlines commenced six times weekly

scheduled all-cargo services between Batam,

Indonesia and Hong Kong.

May 16
• Pakistan International Airlines commenced twice-

weekly scheduled passenger services between

Karachi / Islamabad and Hong Kong.

May 24 – 26
• The Department provided assistance in the

preparation and hosting of the International Air

Transport Association Asia and Pacific Regional

Technical Conference.

June 9
• Annual Air Crash Exercise conducted at HKIA by

AAHK and monitored by CAD.

June 27
• Renewal of Aerodrome Licence was issued to AAHK

for another year.

June 30
• Approval was granted to BAE Systems Flight Training

(Australia) Pty. Ltd. in Adelaide to conduct flying training

for the issue of Hong Kong Commercial Pilot Licence.

This is the first flying school to obtain CAD 509 approval

to conduct flying training of commercial pilots.

July 22
• Angel Airlines commenced daily scheduled passenger

services between Bangkok and Hong Kong.

July 28
• Dragonair commenced scheduled all-cargo services

three times a week to and from Dubai, Amsterdam

and Manchester.

August 10
• To help reduce aircraft noise, a new descent profile,

named as Continuous Descent Approach procedure,

was introduced for aircraft on approach to HKIA from

the northeast between 11 p.m. and 7 a.m..

August 11
• Dragonair commenced a weekly non-scheduled

cargo service between Hong Kong and Shanghai.

China Eastern Airlines followed with a twice weekly

service from August 13.

September 7
• Commencement of one-month trial on Automatic

Dependent Surveillance (ADS)/Controller-Pilot Data

Link Communication (CPDLC) via data link.

September 11
• Commencement of Pre-Departure Clearance (PDC)

trial using data link with the local airlines.

September 28
• Helicopters Hong Kong operated its first helicopter

charter service between Hong Kong and Shenzhen.

October 10
• Commencement of Preliminary Aeronautical

Telecommunication Network (ATN) trial with Thailand

civil aviation authority.

October 29
• Turkish Airlines, serving as marketing carrier, started

code-shared services with Cathay Pacific Airways on

the route Istanbul-Hong Kong-Istanbul.
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November 17 – 24
• ICAO conducted a Universal Safety Oversight Audit

on CAD. Three experts from ICAO audited CAD’s

compliance of the standards and recommended

practices of Annexes 1, 6 and 8 to the Chicago

Convention.

November 20
• Completion of a review on airport security measures

by a working group chaired by CAD.

December 1
• HKAR-66 “Licensing of Maintenance Personnel

(Certifying Staff – Maintenance)” was published.

December 4 – 8
• A review on the Hong Kong air traffic control system

was conducted by ATC experts of the United

Kingdom Civil Aviation Authority.

December 5 – 8
• The annual Search and Rescue Exercise was held

with the participation from local and overseas search

and rescue units.

December 15
• The Civil Aviation (Insurance) Order, which was made

by the Chief Executive in Council on May 16, came

into effect.

January 1
• Consequent upon an organisation review, Director

of Civil Aviation was retitled Director-General of Civil

Aviation. The titles of the Deputy and Assistant

Directors were also changed accordingly. Two

divisions were also reorganised.

January 23
• A shipper was fined $4,500 by court for contravention

of Dangerous Goods (Consignment by Air) (Safety)

Regulations.

January 24
• A record high of 645 daily aircraft movements was

handled at HKIA.

March 2
• Continental Airlines commenced daily non-stop

scheduled passenger services between New York

and Hong Kong via the North Polar route.

March 22
• P h a s e  I

implementation

of the Precision

Runway Monitor.

March 25
• The hourly runway capacity was increased from 45

to 47 movements during the peak hours, i.e. between

noon and 6 p.m.

March 25
• Lufthansa German Airlines commenced thrice

weekly scheduled passenger services between

Munich and Hong Kong.
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