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AIR TRANSPORT SYSTEM
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COMMITTED TO PROVIDE A SAFE AND

EFFICIENT

Following the reorganisation of the Department on

January 1, 2001, the Planning Section formerly

under the Technical and Planning Division was

transferred to the Air Services Division and renamed

Technical Administration Section. After the transfer,

the Air Services Division is now responsible for

monitoring compliance by airlines with Air Services

Agreements and other arrangements which govern

scheduled air services, regulating non-scheduled

air services, providing information to the Economic

Services Bureau for air services negotiations,

�� !"#$%&'()
The number of air passengers kept increasing in the year.

providing information to the Air Transport Licensing

Authority for consideration of licence applications

by local airlines, reviewing and proposing changes

to civil aviation legislation, coordinating the

Department’s inputs to and participation in the

activities of international organisations, particularly

the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)

and the Asia Pacific Economic Co-operation (APEC),

coordinating periodic review of air transport demand

forecasts with the Airport Authority Hong Kong and

supply of air traffic statistics to international

organisations, monitoring the allocation of runway

slots and time-keeping performance of airlines, and

monitoring the noise and flight track of aircraft

operating to and from the Hong Kong International

Airport (HKIA).
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The CPA fleet is expanding.



59� �  ! " # $ % & AIR SERVICES AND TECHNICAL ADMINISTRATION

� �=� ==CHAPTER 6

In the year, the Division processed more

applications for scheduled services from both local

airlines and foreign carriers, which helped to bring

the number of destinations served by such services

to and from Hong Kong to 129. Applications for tariff

increase for the carriage of passengers and cargo

on scheduled services due to increase in fuel price

were also approved by the Division after careful

consideration.

I. AIR SERVICES
The traffic carried by air to and from Hong Kong

continued to increase in 2000/2001. The total

passenger throughput at HKIA during the year

increased by 10.2 per cent compared with the

previous year, to 32 636 318 passengers. The total

air cargo throughput at HKIA also increased by 8.2

per cent compared with last year, to 2 229 545

metric tonnes.

Cathay Pacific Airways Limited (CPA)

continued to develop its network during the year by

introducing new scheduled passenger services to

Karachi and Delhi in September 2000 and March

2001 respectively. At the end of March 2001, the

number of destinations served by CPA’s scheduled

services from Hong Kong increased from 48 to 50

when compared with the previous year. It also

increased its scope of cooperation with other airlines

by code-sharing its services between Hong Kong

and Istanbul with Turkish Airlines, and between

Hong Kong and Kuala Lumpur/Penang with

Malaysian Airline System.

To cope with the expansion of its service

network, CPA increased its fleet from 63 to 71 at

the end of March 2001, comprising 15 A330-300s,

15 A340-300s, 19 B747-400s, five B777-200s,

seven B777-300s, seven B747-200 freighters and

three B747-400 freighters.

Hong Kong Dragon Airlines Limited (HDA) also

enjoyed expansion of its service network. The airline

operated non-scheduled passenger services to

Sanya from April 2000 and converted them to

scheduled services from June 2000. The airline also

introduced all-cargo services to Dubai, Amsterdam

and Manchester in July 2000, and non-scheduled

all-cargo services to Shanghai in August 2000, using

a leased B747 freighter. This was a milestone in the

development of HDA’s services as the airline

previously operated only passenger services in the

Asian Region. As a result of these developments,

the number of destinations served by HDA increased

from 25 to 29 as compared with last year. Among

these 29 destinations, the number of Mainland cities

also increased from 16 to 17. To cope with the

expansion in services, HDA’s fleet increased from

12 to 15 and as at the end of March 2001, it

comprised seven A320-200s, three A321-200s and

five A330-300s.

�� !"#$%&'()*+,
HDA enjoys expansion of its service network.
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Hong Kong is served by scheduled airlines from over the world.
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Air Hong Kong Limited (AHK) continued to

operate scheduled all-cargo services to Brussels,

Dubai, Manchester and Osaka using three B747-

200 freighters.

Metrojet Limited continued to operate non-

scheduled passenger services to destinations in Asia

using a HS125-700 aircraft.

Helicopters Hong Kong Limited continued to

operate one Bell 206, one Sikorsky S76 and two

Aerospatiale SA315B helicopters for local passenger

charters and aerial work. The airline also operated

passenger charters between Hong Kong and Macau.

In September 2000, the airline operated its first

helicopter charter between Hong Kong and

Shenzhen using the Sikorsky S76 helicopter.

Heliservices (Hong Kong) Limited continued

to operate two Aerospatiale SA315B and one

AS355N helicopters for local passenger charters and

aerial work.

As for foreign carriers, Continental Airlines

commenced non-stop scheduled passenger

services via the North Polar route between New

York and Hong Kong on March 2, 2001, marking

a new era of non-stop service between the east

coast of USA and Hong Kong. Lufthansa German

Airlines introduced its scheduled passenger

services between Munich and Hong Kong from

March 25, 2001. On the other hand, Kitty Hawk

International suspended its scheduled all-cargo

services to Hong Kong on May 1, 2000. Following

the acquisition of Canadian Airlines International

by Air Canada, the former’s services were taken

over and combined with those operated by the latter

from October 22, 2000.

As regards services in the region, Pakistan

International Airlines introduced its scheduled

passenger services between Karachi/Islamabad/

Bangkok and Hong Kong in May 2000, and between

Lahore and Hong Kong in November 2000. P.T.

Mandala Airlines also introduced its scheduled all-

cargo services between Batam, Indonesia and Hong

Kong in May 2000. In July 2000, Angel Airlines

commenced its scheduled passenger services

between Bangkok and Hong Kong.

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0 1234
Mainland carriers now offer more scheduled services to and from Hong Kong.

For services between Hong Kong and the

Mainland, five Mainland carriers (namely Air China,

China Eastern Airlines, China Southern Airlines,

China Southwest Airlines and China Northern

Airlines) converted their non-scheduled services

between 19 points in the Mainland (namely Beihai,

Changchun, Changsha, Guilin, Guiyang, Haikou,

Harbin, Hefei, Jinan, Meixian, Nanchang, Nanjing,

Nanning, Tunxi, Wenzhou, Wuhan, Yantai, Zhanjiang

and Zhengzhou) and Hong Kong to scheduled

services in May 2000, and further converted another

non-scheduled point (Shijiazhuang) to become a

scheduled point in January 2001. As a result, the

number of Mainland points served by scheduled

services to and from Hong Kong increased to 37.
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Applications for imposing cargo fuel surcharge are processed by the Air Services Division.
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As a result of the above changes, the number

of scheduled airlines serving Hong Kong increased

from 61 to 63 by the end of March 2001. During

the year, the number once rose to a peak of 65. The

number of destinations served by scheduled services

to and from Hong Kong also increased from 109 to

129. Details of the changes in these destinations

are given in Appendix A.

During the year, the Department issued 157

operating permits to airlines based outside Hong

Kong for operation of scheduled services to Hong

Kong and processed 2 181 applications for changes

to the schedules.

Since some non-scheduled services to cities

in the Mainland were converted to scheduled

services, the number of permits issued by the

Division for operation of non-scheduled services to

and from Hong Kong reduced to 1 272.

II. TARIFFS
During the year, the Department processed 436

filings concerning changes in tariffs for carriage of

passengers and cargo on scheduled services to and

from Hong Kong. Due to increase in the fuel price,

there was a general increase of 3 per cent in fares

for carriage of passengers on scheduled services to

and from Hong Kong in April 2000, and a further

increase of 3 per cent in December 2000. The cargo

fuel surcharge was increased by $0.2 to $0.4 per

kilogram in October 2000, but this increase was

removed in February 2001.

III. ACTIVITIES OF INTERNATIONAL
CIVIL AVIATION ORGANIZATION
(ICAO)

To maintain the status of Hong Kong as a centre of

international and regional civil aviation and to

facilitate the discharge of its responsibilities as

prescribed under the regional air navigation services

of ICAO as well as in accordance with the provisions

in the Basic Law, the Department continued to

participate actively in the activities of ICAO.

During the year, the number of correspondence

between ICAO and the Department increased to 289.

The majority of the correspondences from ICAO

sought our comments or provided information on

technical matters related to civil aviation. In addition,

representatives of the Department attended five ICAO

meetings which were limited to States as part of the

delegation of the People’s Republic of China, and 23

ICAO meetings which were not so limited, using the

name “Hong Kong, China”. Details of these 28

meetings are provided in Appendix B.

IV. ACTIVITIES OF ASIA PACIFIC
ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION
(APEC)

CAD continued to participate in the activities of APEC

using the name “Hong Kong, China”. During the

year, the Department handled 57 items of

correspondence concerning APEC. The majority of

the correspondence from APEC sought our

comments or provided information on technical

matters related to civil aviation. Representatives of

the Department attended five APEC meetings during

the year. Details of these meetings are provided in

Appendix C.
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V. AIRCRAFT NOISE
MANAGEMENT

As part of our continuous efforts to provide further

protection to residents living under or in the vicinity

of flight paths, a new descent profile, named as

Continuous Descent Approach procedure, was

introduced for aircraft on approach to HKIA from

the northeast between 11 p.m. and 7 a.m.. Under

this procedure, aircraft would normally fly higher

and operate in a low power/low drag configuration

at the initial approach phase. As a result, a maximum

noise reduction of about three to six decibel (A) was

achieved in areas under the arrival flight path such

as Sai Kung and Ma On Shan.

Measures to control the impact of aircraft noise

are closely monitored by the noise management office

with the aid of a computer-based aircraft noise and

flight track monitoring system. During the year, it was

recorded that on average, over 92 per cent of aircraft

arriving at HKIA between midnight and 7 a.m. were

able to land from the southwest over water; and over

99 per cent of departure aircraft taking off to the

northeast between 11 p.m. and 7 a.m. were able to

follow the southbound route over West Lamma

Channel. These high achievement rates indicated that

only a very small number of aircraft were required to

overfly the populated areas during small hours due

to various operational reasons and safety

considerations, such as prevailing wind conditions,

maintenance of ground navigation aids, and air traffic

congestion, etc..

To improve our responsiveness to community

concerns, the Department maintained regular

contact with the concerned district councils and their

aircraft noise working groups, as well as the media

and residents on matters related to aircraft noise.

Information on measured noise data and related

issues was regularly uploaded onto the CAD web

site. During the year, a total of 472 complaints on

aircraft noise were investigated and handled, with

detailed explanations given to the complainants.

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.
Collecting data from one of the aircraft noise monitoring terminals.
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Appendix A
Changes in the Destinations served by Scheduled Services to and from Hong Kong as at March 2001 (compared with March 2000)

(a) Additions
New Points Operated By

1. Beihai* China Southern Airlines
2. Beirut Air France
3. Changchun China Northern Airlines
4. Guiyang China Southwest Airlines
5. Harbin China Northern Airlines
6. Hefei China Eastern Airlines
7. Islamabad Pakistan International Airlines
8. Jinan China Eastern Airlines
9. Lahore Pakistan International Airlines
10. Laoag Philippine Airlines
11. Louisville United Parcel Service
12. Meixian China Southern Airlines
13. Munich Lufthansa German Airlines
14. Nanchang China Eastern Airlines
15. Nanning China Southern Airlines
16. Sanya Hong Kong Dragon Airlines
17. Shijiazhuang Air China
18. Tunxi China Eastern Airlines
19. Wenzhou China Eastern Airlines
20. Yantai China Eastern Airlines
21. Zhanjiang China Southern Airlines
22. Zhengzhou China Southern Airlines

* Operated until March 24, 2001

(b) Deletions
Deleted Points Previously Operated By

1. Basel Swissair
2. Kuwait Lufthansa German Airlines/Cathay Pacific Airways

Appendix B
ICAO Conferences and Meetings attended by Representatives from the Department between April 2000 and March 2001

Name of Conference or Meeting Venue Date

Sixth Meeting of the Reduced Vertical Separation Minima Singapore April 10 – 14, 2000
Implementation Task Force

10th Meeting of the Aviation Security Panel Montreal, Canada April 11 – 14, 2000

First Meeting of the Business Case Task Force for Communication, Bangkok, Thailand May 3 – 5, 2000
Navigation, Surveillance and Air Traffic Management Implementation

Regional Seminar on Air Transport and the General Agreement on Bangkok, Thailand May 10 – 11, 2000
Trade in Services

12th Meeting of the Bay of Bengal Air Traffic Services Co-ordination Group Bangkok, Thailand June 5 – 9, 2000

Conference on the Economics of Airports and Air Navigation Services Montreal, Canada June 19 – 28, 2000

Seminar on Required Navigation Performance and Area Navigation Bangkok, Thailand June 20 – 23, 2000

10th Meeting of the Air Traffic Services, Aeronautical Information Services Bangkok, Thailand June 26 – 30, 2000
and Search and Rescue Sub-Group

First Meeting of the South East Asia Steering Committee on Cooperative Bangkok, Thailand July 10 – 11, 2000
Development of Operational Safety and Continuing Airworthiness Programme

Fourth Meeting of the Asia/Pacific Air Navigation Planning and Bangkok, Thailand July 17 – 21, 2000
Implementation Regional Group Communications, Meteorology, Navigation
and Surveillance Sub-Group
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Name of Conference or Meeting Venue Date

Fourth Meeting of the Air Traffic Management Operational Concept Panel Montreal, Canada July 31 – August 11, 2000

Seventh Meeting of the Communication, Navigation, Surveillance and Singapore August 21 – 25, 2000
Air Traffic Management Implementation Co-ordination Sub-Group of
Asia/Pacific Air Navigation Planning and Implementation Regional Group

Eighth Meeting of the Reduced Vertical Separation Minima Implementation Hong Kong, China August 28 – September 1, 2000
Task Force

Eighth Global Trainair Conference and Training Symposium Madrid, Spain September 25 – 29, 2000

11th Meeting of Asia/Pacific Air Navigation Planning and Implementation Bangkok, Thailand October 2 – 6, 2000
Regional Group

Seminar on Automatic Dependent Surveillance and Controller-Pilot Bangkok, Thailand October 18 – 20, 2000
Data Link Communications

37th Conference of Directors General of Civil Aviation, Asia and Wellington, November 13 – 17, 2000
Pacific Regions New Zealand

Regional Safety Oversight Seminar/Workshop Beijing, China November 20 – December 1,
2000

South China Sea Air Traffic Services Route Structure Implementation Bangkok, Thailand November 22 – 24, 2000
Task Force Meeting

Ninth Meeting of the Reduced Vertical Separation Minima Implementation Bangkok, Thailand January 8 – 12, 2001
Task Force

Regional Accident Investigation Workshop, Asia and Pacific Region Bangkok, Thailand January 10 – 11, 2001

First Meeting of the Revised Air Traffic Services Route Structure, Asia to Brisbane, Australia February 5 – 9, 2001
Middle East/Europe, South of Himalayas Task Force

Third Meeting of the Facilitation Panel Montreal, Canada February 12 – 16, 2001

Fifth Meeting of the Air Traffic Management Operational Concept Panel San Diego, February 12 – 23, 2001
California, USA

Seventh Meeting of the Asia/Pacific Air Navigation Planning and Brisbane, Australia February 13 – 15, 2001
Implementation Regional Group Air Traffic Services, Aeronautical
Information Services and Search and Rescue Sub-Group’s Aeronautical
Information Services Automation Task Force

Fourth Meeting of the South China Sea Air Traffic Services Route Bangkok, Thailand March 7 – 9, 2001
Structure Implementation Task Force

Second Task Force Meeting on a Revised Air Traffic Services Route Bangkok, Thailand March 12 – 16, 2001
Structure – Asia to Middle East/Europe, South of the Himalayas

Aeronautical Telecommunication Network Seminar and Third Meeting Singapore March 26 – 30, 2001
of Asia/Pacific Air Navigation Planning and Implementation Regional
Group Aeronautical Telecommunication Network Transition Task Force

Appendix C
APEC Conferences and Meetings attended by Representatives from the Department between April 2000 and March 2001

Name of Conference or Meeting Venue Date

First Meeting of the Transportation Security Experts Group Maui, Hawaii June 27 – 29, 2000

Transportation Working Group Satellite Navigation and Communication Singapore August 17 – 18, 2000
Systems Advisory Committee: Group of Experts Meeting on Regional
Global Navigation Satellite Systems Implementation

18th Meeting of the Transportation Working Group Miyazaki, Japan October 16 – 20, 2000

Transportation Working Group Satellite Navigation and Taipei, Taiwan February 12 – 16, 2001
Communication Systems Advisory Committee: 2001 Global Navigation
Satellite Systems Implementation Conference and Workshop

Transportation Working Group First Intersessional Meeting of the Singapore March 27 – 29, 2001
Aviation Security Subgroup




