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was delighted to be appointed Director-General in April 2004.
I The year 2004/05 marked another busy and eventful year for
the Civil Aviation Department (CAD) and | have great pleasure in
presenting the annual report which highlights our work and
achievements during that period.

Hong Kong experienced a remarkable increase in air traffic in 2004/
05 due to the region’s economic recovery. The number of aircraft
movements at the Hong Kong International Airport (HKIA) was
251 906 — a 25.1% growth over 2003/04. The number of flights
overflying the Hong Kong Flight Information Region was 81 288
which represented a 27.2% increase over the previous financial year.
On March 25, 2005 (Easter Good Friday), our air traffic controllers
handled a record 794 aircraft movements at HKIA.

On passenger and cargo throughputs, the figures were 37 million
(excluding 0.86 million in transit) and 3.14 million tonnes respectively.
Compared to the previous year, the throughputs increased by 38%
(passenger) and 14.8% (cargo).
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During the period under review, Hong Kong's aviation industry
gradually recovered from the aftermath of SARS. Local operators
continued to expand their fleet to cope with the increasing demand
on air services. Cathay Pacific Airways received four Boeing B747
aircraft to strengthen its operating fleet to 88. The fleet of Dragon
Airlines Limited expanded to 31 aircraft by adding two Airbus A320
and one Airbus A330 aircraft. CR Airways Limited received its second
Bombardier CRJ-200 aircraft. AHK Air Hong Kong Limited was
approved for a varied AOC for its operation of the Airbus A300
freighter, which was a new type of aircraft to be put on the Hong
Kong Civil Aircraft Register. Four airlines based outside Hong Kong
— Valuair, Jetstar Asia Airways, Xiamen Airlines and Thai Sky Airlines
began scheduled passenger services.

In November 2004, CAD was honoured to host the 41st
Conference of Directors General of Civil Aviation, Asia and Pacific
Regions with a theme “Partnership in Achieving a Safe, Secure
and Efficient Air Transport System through Effective Safety
Oversight.” With our strenuous efforts, the five-day conference
was successful and we were pleased with the overwhelming
response from more than 200 delegates from 38 States and

territories and three invited organisations.

On the technical front, with close liaison and co-ordination with the
General Administration of Civil Aviation of China (CAAC), the
secondary surveillance radar (SSR) data and Very High Frequency
(VHF) air-ground communication signals from Xisha were successfully
relayed to Hong Kong in December 2004, and January 2005, for
technical and operational evaluations. The full SSR and VHF
communications coverage will further enhance flight safety, service
standard and operational efficiency of the Hong Kong
ATC operations.

With regard to aviation security, the Civil Aviation Department
continued to actively participate in international activities including
the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) security audits.
In March 2005, we represented Hong Kong, China to take over the
Chair of the Experts Group on Aviation Security from New Zealand.
Three CAD officers were accepted by ICAO as certified aviation
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security auditors. They were invited to serve as Short Term Experts
of ICAO teams in the security audits of six Contracting States in the
Asia-Pacific region.

During 2004/05, we continued to work closely with other civil aviation
authorities on various flight standards issues. In December 2004,
CAD signed a “Technical Arrangement on Aviation Maintenance”
with the Civil Aviation Authority of Singapore for mutual recognition
of aircraft components maintenance organisations located in Hong
Kong and Singapore. This co-operation arrangement allowed the
civil aviation authorities of Hong Kong and Singapore to recognise
each other’s approvals of maintenance organisations to maintain
aircraft components. In June 2004, CAD organised jointly with the
United States Federal Aviation Administration a Flight Standards
Seminar in Hong Kong for Asia-Pacific region civil aviation authorities.
Fruitful discussions on a variety of flight standards topics were held
during this three-day seminar.

The year 2004/05 was quite hectic for the department. | am proud
of the outstanding performance, professionalism and commitment
my colleagues have shown in carrying out their duties throughout
the year. The success of the department would not be possible
without the hard work of CAD staff who continually rise to
challenges, and the unfailing support and co-operation of other
government departments and business partners. Last but not least,
| would like to express my sincere appreciation for the invaluable
suggestions and contributions by the members of the Aviation
Advisory Board.

The year ahead will no doubt be full of challenges. However,
I am confident that all members of CAD will continue to strive
for excellence in our work. We are committed to a safe and
efficient air transport system.

Mr Norman Lo Shung-man, JP
Director-General of Civil Aviation
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